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the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
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for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisia- 
ture such aid and assistance 
in the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 
«++ Collect materials relating 
to the history of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse knowl- 
edge in regard to the history 
of Texas .. Ald and en- 


courage libraries and give 
advice to such persons as 
contemplate the establish- 


ment of public libraries, con- 
duct library institutes and 
encourage library associations 
+ + Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the various de- 
partments and _ institutions.” 
—From Texas statutes. 
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Tie-Ins For Texas Library Publicity 


by 


Norris G. Davis 


Tales of Texas oil wealth these 
days provide many a humorous 
story. It is said that a Texas lulla- 
by goes, “The butcher, the baker, 
the Cadillac maker.” 


Readers Digest also recently 
told the story of two Texas oil- 
men who walked into a Cadillac 
showroom. One of them asked, 
“How much is that deluxe model?” 


Told it was $10,000, he started 
peeling thousand dollar bills from 
a big roll. His friend whipped out 
his wallet. 


“Oh, no, you don’t,” he said. 
“After all, you bought lunch.” 


But there’s a big difference be- 
tween Texas libraries and the Cad- 
illac makers. Too many Texans 
still think it’s funny to declare, “I 
don’t need a book; I’ve already got 
one.” 


The continuing struggle to win 
more users and more supporters 
for public libraries depends on 
many factors, of course, but cer- 
tainly publicity through the mass 
news media, newspapers, maga- 
zines, radio, and television is one 
of the most important. Unfortu- 
nately it’s also one of the most 
neglected. 


How can library publicity be 
improved? There’s no easy solu- 
tion short of a hiring a full-time 
public relations expert. But hard 
work and concentration on four 
key words certainly can bring 
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startling results. These words are 
events, tie-ins, drama, and humor. 
They are so inter-related that it’s 
difficult to explain one apart from 
the other. “Events” probably is 
the central word of the four. Some 
events just come along. Others 
have to be created. Tie-ins give 
the key to the most successful cre- 
ation of such news events. Drama 
and humor add to the news value 
cf the events and frequently make 
even insignificant events news 
worthy. 


News media seldom publish a 
story unless it centers around a 
specific event. Usually editors and 
reporters are quite willing to help 
such an institution as the public 
library, but they just don’t have 
time to dig up the news there. And 
they are unwilling to publish gen- 
er?l, dull information. The spe- 
cific event gives the stcry timeli- 
ness, and news megdia str-ss that 
factor heavily. The specific event 
gives a reason for publishing that 
varticular story at that time. It 
is the “peg” on which publication 
depends. 

A news reporter will give scant 


attention to a story merely relat- 
ing the needs or the rescurces of 


the library. But when those needs 
are discussed at a meeting of com- 
munity leaders, that is news. The 
needs of the library, then, have 
been tied in with a specific event. 
Libraries should be on the alert 
for all possible tie-ins with spe- 
cific events. Actually the possi- 
bilities are endless. 











Many events come ready-made. 
All that the library publicist has 
to do is recognize them and report 
them promptly. The library regu- 
larly receives new books. Many 
newspapers carry lists, summaries, 
or even reviews of some or all of 
these books. Now and then the 
library hires a new employee. This, 
too, is a specific event which many 
news media would report, even 
though their stories might be very 
brief. 

Library employees frequently 
organize into social or profession- 
al groups. Their programs, elec- 
tions of officers, and plans all pro- 
vide events likely to be of some in- 
terest as news stories. Some pub- 
lic libraries now have bookmobiles. 
The movements of these trucks 
in themselves are events. Routine 
schedules and especially special 
uses of the bookmobile make news. 
Adding a new bookmobile and new 
territories might be worth a big 
play by local news media. The 
local newspaper probably would be 
interested in a picture of the book- 
mobile, especially if the picture is 
taken in one of the new territories 
with a large number of patrons 
shown. 

Most libraries regularly compile 
statistics concerning the use of the 
library. The compilation of these 
statistics at a definite time cre- 
ates a sort of event in itself. News 
media probably will use stories on 
these statistics, especially when 
the figures show the growth of the 
library as compired with p-evious 
years. 

Libraries also have anniversar- 
ies of their founding each year. A 
storv merely annovncing that the 
library has reached a certain ace, 
even when supported bv statistics, 
is likely to get small play by the 
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news media and scant actention by 
readers and listeners. A library 
in a large eastern city faced up to 
this problem. They called on a 
publicity expert for advice. 

“Give a dance” he told them. 
Library officials were shocked. 
But the expert persuaded them. 
“You are human beings,” he ar- 
gued. “You are celebrating an an- 
niversary. Celebrate it like hu- 
man beings.” The library held a 
dance for employees and invited 
friends. News media were noti- 
fied. The library didn’t have to 
write this story and sent it in, 
though. The reporters and pho- 
tographers were there. ““The Night 
the Library Danced” went down 
in history as a successful way of 
creating news, and there was no 
criticism. Texas libraries might 
vary this event somewhat and 
have folk-dancing at their celebra- 
tion. A tie-in with a local folk- 
dancing club might lead to a lot of 
fun for the librarians and benefi- 
cial publicity for both the club and 
the library. 

Such events as these are the 
ones which just naturally come 
along with most libraries. They 
need dramatizing and enlivening, 
but they don’t have to be created. 
They are just a part of the normal 
flow of business. But for even 
greater publicity possibilities, the 
libraries must tie-in their pblic- 
ity both with their own created 
events and with the events of oth- 
er ~roups and organizations. 

Libraries already are creating 4 
number of their own events. Al- 
ready an annual Book Week is be- 
ing observed. Book Week is a 
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week set aside each vear in No- § 


vember to promote the interest 
of young people in reading good 
books. This is an event, but with- 
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out local promotion it’s likely to 
be a pretty weak event from the 
standpoint of publicity possibili- 
ties. It has little drama, little hu- 
mor—nor any other quality likely 
to draw the attention of any great 
number of readers. The news me- 
dia are looking for stories that will 
draw the attention and interest of 
great numbers. Just hanging up 
posters saying “Let’s Read—Book 
Week—November 14-20” doesn’t 
create that kind of story. This is 
not to criticize the posters, but 
more is needed to create news 
stories. 

Book Week needs tie-ins with 
other events. Service clubs, study 
clubs, garden clubs and all such 
groups should be contacted for 
these tie-ins. Urge them to de- 
vote a program to Book Week. 
Urge them to invite library staff 
members to talk about the library 
at their meetings. Each such 
event adds that much to the possi- 
bilities of news about the library. 
But probably it’s still pretty dull 
news for the average reader. Book 
Week, then needs even more than 
this. It needs drama, and that 
calls for creativeness and imagi- 
nation. Perhaps the word drama 
can be taken literally. Maybe a 
‘roup of local students can be per- 
suaded to put on a play. The play 
might be directly related to read- 
ing of books, such as an enacting 
the boyhood of Lincoln and his 
efforts to get books. Or it might 
simply be the production of any 
drama. An exhibit at the library 
and stress on the collections of 
plays could make the tie-in clear. 

Or perhaps drama could be 
brought into Book Week in other 
wavs. An open house might be 
held. Not just an ordinary, dull 
An open house that 


open house. 
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offers real entertainment and ex- 
citement. To get that entertain- 
ment and excitement, tie in with 
other groups desiring publicity. 
Get the school band and a local 
dance band to play a “battle of 
music” on the lawn. Probably you 
can find enough local singers, dan- 
cers, jugglers, or magicians to put 
on a floor show. Maybe you can 
put on an old-fashioned contest 
for the best pies and cakes. Get 
the mayor to select the best pie, 
the editor of the local paper the 
best cake. Then use up the pies 
and cakes as refreshments. Per- 
haps local icecream companies and 
bottling companies will donate 
other refreshments for such an 
event as this. Perhaps you can 
call on the Girl Scouts to serve 
refreshments and on the Boy 
Scouts to guide people through the 
library. The more people you call 
on for work, the more you'll have 
at the open house. The more you 
have at the open house, the better 
the results and the bigger the news 
story. 

This sort of event provides not 
inst one or two, but many stories. 
First a story that such an open 
house is planned. Then a story 
that the school band has agreed 
to play. Next a story that the lo- 
cal dance band has agreed to play. 
Stories about the floor show. Then 
several stories about the pie and 
cake contest, wth names of the in- 
dividuals and groups as they agree 
to enter. In with these stories 
about the baking contest add the 
information about the donation of 
other refreshments. And, of 
course, there is the final story 
about what actually happened at 
the oven house and the size of the 
crowd. 


Libraries can create events that 
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make news in many other, and less 
strenuous, ways than with such an 
open house. The library might 
give awards. It might give awards 
for outstanding service, or it 
might honor an employee for a 
long period of service. A dinner 
and program for the awarding of 
such honors provides a good news 
“peg” of timeliness. With a bit 
of imagination and work, libraries 
might also work up awards for 
their users. Each year they might 
honor the oldest user, the young- 
est, the one coming the greatest 
distance to the library, etc. 

Another tie-in has endless pos- 
sibilities. That is the tie-in with 
current fads, songs, television pro- 
grams, etc. Several years ago the 
song, “Open the Door, Richard,” 
was driving everyone wild. A li- 
brary could have put up a poster 
proclaiming, “Richard, Our Door 
Is Always Open!” A short story 
on the poster, sent to the local 
news media, probably would have 
been used by all of them. 

Just recently the first contest- 
ant successfully went through the 
$64,000 question on the television 
quiz show which is drawing so 
much interest. A “64,000 Party 
at the Library” would have been 
a good tie-in. Such a party, or 
perhaps several parties, could cen- 
ter around the use of reference 
books, showing special groups of 
visitors how to look up informa- 
tion such as that used on these 
quiz shows. 

Fads of all kinds offer tie-in 
possibilities. Boys are getting burr 
and flat-top haircuts. Merely 
counting heads of those coming to 
the library might produce a story. 
Are burrs or flat-tops leading? 
How do they compare in number 
with those with traditional hair- 
cuts? Let’s call these with tra- 
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ditional haircuts longhairs. [Is 
there any difference in choice of 
books between longhairs, burrs, 
and flat-tops? ‘Lhe statistics 
wouldn’t have to be too exact. It’s 
the humor that counts in a story 
like this. Added humor, and a 
bit of interest in books, might be 
created by setting up an exhibit 
which would compare the current 
haircuts with the hairdoes of some 
primitive tribe as shown in library 
books. 

A more indirect type of tie-in 
for the creation of events is the 
tie-in with the promoticns of oth- 
er organizations. The ideas al- 
ready given have stressed getting 
the other organizations to help the 
library. Good publicity for the li- 
brary is just as likely to grow out 
of the library helping other or- 
ganizations. Libraries frequently 
give this sort of help in the form 
of exhibits. The League of. Won- 
en Voters, or the Garden Clubs, 
or some other organization puts 
on a special program or has a spe- 
cial day or week pronounced. ‘The 
library immediately puts out an 
exhibit on the subject and notifies 
the president of the club. If the 
club publicity agent is alert, the 
information on the exhibit will be 
included in the news stories he 
writes. 

Especially should librarians be 
alert to possibilities of tieins with 
the interests of the news media. 
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National Newspaper Week is held | 
each year early in October. A good 


library exhibit of books and pos- 


ters related to newspapers and his- J 


tory of journalism will be appre } 
ciated by the local paper, particu- | 


larly if the posters emphasize the 


newspaper history of the local | 


area and perhaps contain a fac- 


simile reproduction of the first is- | 


sue of the local newspaper. 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 


They # 









rs, 
cs 
t’s 
ry 


dit 














may even feel that the exhibit de- 
serves a picture and story in the 
paper. The library might carry 
such a promotion one step more 
by arranging a program with 
speakers dealing with the impor- 
tance of the free press in the Unit- 
ed States. 

Similar tie-ins might be ar- 
ranged with the radio station. And 
multi-angled tie-ins might be built 
up through programs and exhibits 
on the opportunities for careers in 
the news fields. This would be 
an especially timely promotion 
right now because Texas publish- 
ers and radio station owners are 
much concerned over the small 
numbers of young people prepar- 
ing to enter news work. 

Careful thinking probably will 
show that most tie-in events can 
be developed so that they have 
several angles. Interest in tropi- 
cal fish sweeps the country. The 
library can tie-in with the interest 
of new fish owners with an exhibit 
of books. It probably also can ar- 
range a tie-in with the stores in 
town selling tropical fish. Per- 
haps they will furnish an aquar- 
ium for the library to add to the 
exhibit. And they might mention 
the library exhibit in their adver- 
tising. There might also be a 
“tropical fish lovers” club in town 
for additional tie-ins. 

Similar tie-ins could be devel- 
oped around the current interest 
in parakeets. The library might 
organize a “Young Parakeeters 
Club.” Members could be given 
certificates testifying as to their 
knowledge of parakeets after they 
have read and reported to the li- 
brarian on specified books. 

__The calendar offers many more 
ideas for tie-ins which can re- 
sult in publicity. Does the cal- 
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endar tell you it’s spring? Re- 
member what happens to a young 
man’s fancy at that time of the 
year. Be sure that books on court- 
ship and marriage are available, 
and watch carefully over their cir- 
culation. Whether the use of such 
books actually increases or fails 
to increase, it’s possible story. 


Does the calendar tell you it’s 
leap year? Then look out espe- 
cially for girls checking out books 
on courtship and marriage. Sum- 
mer, of course, brings vacations. 
The library has an opportunity to 
serve those who go on vacations. 
It has an even better opportunity 
to serve those who can’t go on va- 
cations. Organize “Vacation Travel 
by Books” clubs. These should be 
especially interesting to young- 
sters. For them you might mime- 
ograph, or even have printed, va- 
cation-type stickers. These stick- 
ers would show that the youngster 
had traveled by book to the desig- 
nated place. 


Other regular calendar events 
offer a plentiful supply of other 
possibilities for tie-ins. Almanacs 
and yearbooks list with dates the 
special days and weeks. 


Now a few words specifically 
about drama in your publicity. 
Dramatization consists of high- 
lighting or emphasizing the ele- 
ments of conflict, mystery, sus- 
pense, or human interest in the 
subject. At first glance the library 
may appear to have few of these 
qualities to highlight. But where- 
ever there are human beings, there 
also is drama. And that is the 
primary key to putting drama in- 
to publicity—put people into your 
copy. Don’t just write about the 
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National Newspaper Week will 
be observed October 1 to 8 by the 
daily and weekly newspapers of the 
nation, under sponsorship of the 
Newspaper Association Managers, 
Inc. The slogan is: ‘Your News- 
paper Fights for Your Right to 
Know.” Librarians may wish to 
consider these reasons for partici- 
pating in the observance of Na- 
tional Newspaper Week: 

1. The theme is closely related 
to many aspects of librarian- 
ship. 

2. Participation provides an ex- 
cellent opportunity for li- 
brarians to become better ac- 
quainted with the newspa- 
per men of their ccmmuni- 
ties so that there may result 
long-range mutual benefits. 

3. Reports from many libraries 
of virtually every size on 
their participation in the last 
two years’ observance indi- 
cate the effort was deemed 
well worth while. 

ALA President Richards has sent 
a letter at the national level, and 
the National Newspaper Week 
Committee has suggested to edi- 
tors throughout the country that 
it would be well for them to make 
contact with local librarians for 
such cooperation as may be forth- 
coming. 

For those librarians who wish to 
take the initiative and who see 
participation in National Newspa- 
per Week as a good opportunity 
in their public relations endeavors, 
we are eager to make the following 
suggestions as to 

WAYS IN WHICH YOU MIGHT 
COOPERATE: 

1. Call your daily and weekly 
editors and tell them you would 
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National Newspaper Week, October 1 to 8 


like to participate in the obser. 
vance. They might be invited to 
meet with you to plan the events, 


2. Ask the editors if they would 
wish to supply exhibit material 
and posters for your library. This 
exhibit would also include books 
and other materials relating to 
Freedom of the Press and to the 
growth and development of news- 
papers nationally and locally. 

3. Your trustees might wish to 
hold a luncheon or open-house 
function with local newspapermen 
as guests. As a feature of the get- 
together, there might be a tour of 
the library with especial emphasis 
on the reference resources which 
could be of frequent assistznce to 
editors and reporters. 

4. Hold discussions based on 
films such as FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS (United World Films), or 
FREEDOM TO READ (Center for 
Mass Communication Columbia 
University) or on the Freedom to 
Read statement and similar docu- 
ments. Invite editors to take part. 

5. Offer to write a letter or 
guest editorial for your local pa- 
pers on the joint responsibilities of 
editors and librarians in the area 


of ready access of information as } 


provided by newspapers and librar- 
ies. 

6. Work National 
Week material into your library’s 
bulleting and radio spot announce- 
ments. 

7. In all your cooperative en- 
deavors, show the relationship be- 


tween what Freedom of the Press | 
means to the citizen and the prin- | 


ciples set forth in the Library Bill 


of Rights, and the Freedom to } 


Read statement. 
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Gates Memorial Library, Port Arthur 


Lucy Stiefel 


Librarian 


The whole library project of ex- 
panding the facilities of Gates Me- 
morial Library was a librarian’s 
dream come true. Although it took 
years of talking about our needs, 
when we finally found a group 
which would sponsor the program, 
it became a civic project that rolled 
along gaining interest, enthusiasm 
and assistance. 

The City Commission was unani- 
mous in accepting the proposed 
plans and in agreeing to put the 
bond issue to a vote. The Com- 
mission increased our budget to 
take care of air conditioning the 
original structure and adding the 
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Loan desk and reading areas 


needed stack shelving when even 
the lowest bid proved too high for 
the sum provided by the bond is- 
sue. And most important, two ad- 
jacent townships—which are in 
reality a part of Port Arthur and 
use the library—agreed to con- 
tribute to the library’s funds an- 
nually. All in all, inspite of the 
many problems, it proved a most 
profitable project. 

Our library has for many years 
been accepted as the most beauti- 
ful building in Port Arthur, and 
there was some misgiving in the 
minds of some people about the 
possibility of adding to the build- 





Rear of building showing new addition 


ing without destroying its perfec- 


tion. However, we have ample 
proof that the addition which more 
than doubled the floor space of the 
library enhanced rather than de- 
tracted from the building. 


The original building, completed 
in 1917, was a gift of Mrs. John 
W. Gates to the people of Port Ar- 
thur in memory of her husband 
and son. The new addition and 
branch library for Negroes is a 
gift of the people of Port Arthur. 
Spear-headed by the _ Service 
League, which provided funds for 
campaign expenses and $2.000 for 
preliminary drawings by the arch- 
itects as well as the leadership, 
the entire campaign was success- 
ful through the efforts of individ- 
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ual citizens and groups linked to- 
gether with a common objective. 
The whole-hearted support and ef- 
fort of all who were asked to help 
is a real tribute to the service the 
library has tried to render through 
the years. 


In planning the expansion of the 
building with the architects, our 
present needs and plans for future 
growth were listed and everv ef- 
fort made to meet them without 
making additional maintenance & 
budget problem. It ws also net { 
essary to stay within the $710.000 
set for the bond issue. $30.000 of | 
which was to be used for the 
branch. We feel that our archi- 
tects, Staub, Rather and Howze of 
Houston, the firm which designed 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 





the Rice Fondren Library, Univer- 
sity of Houston Library, Library 
for the Texas Medical Asseciation 
and the Lake Charles Public Li- 
brary, were most successful. 


There was little change in the 
original building except the re- 
moval of wall space to create pas- 
sage to the new area. The new 
appearance of the interior of the 
original building can be attributed 
to the replacement of the old glass 
and steel partitions with new 
counter-height blond birch shelves, 
new furniture and arrangement. 
Patrons entering the main door- 
way have an impression of airy 
vistas before them. They view in 
one sweeping glance the children’s 


and young adult’s large reading 
room in the front, the large charg- 
ing desk, the reference room im- 
mediately behind the desk linking 
the front with the adult reading 
room. 


The library was definitely 
planned to meet our particular 
needs and limitations. By having 
the children’s sections and young 
adult area in the front, we hope 
to keep our young patrons under 
supervision from the desk at all 
hours. The library is used so much 
by students at night that close 
supervision is necessary. Children 
are not limited to the use of the 
library to special hours. They can 


and do come as a family unit with 





Adult reading area 
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Miss Stiefel (left) at the loan desk 


junior stopping in the front with 
mother while dad goes on to the 
adult reading rcom at the rear. All 
of the space open to the public ex- 
cept the gallery, music room and 
stack areas can be seen from the 
desk. 

The new portion of the building 
which is to the rear of the original 
building .rovides a new 40’ x 50’ 
adult reading room with periodical 
and newspaper shelves at the ex- 
treme end near the windows, stack 
areas on either side for adult 
books. new office for the librarian, 
new procc3sing room with much 
needed cabinet space, janitor’s 
closet, the 35’ x 45’ Gates Gallery 
on the first floor, storage space, 
staff lounge with small kitchen 
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and equipment rooms for air con- 
ditioning upstairs. Outside at the 
rear corner is a loading rack for 
book deliveries with access to the 
processing room, This will be ideal 
for our future bookmobile. 

The old cataloging room has 
been converted into an attractive 
room for records and our three- 
speed phonograph. Comfortably 
furnished as a living room, its 
beauty adds to the listening pleas- 
ure. The office formerly used by 
the librarian is now an outer busi- 
ness office and leads to the new 
office. Both offices are adjacent 
to the cataloging and processing 
devartment. 

The Gates Gallery is an all-pur- 
pose room with blond oak pgneled 
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base and upper walls of pine pan- 
eling covered with monk’s cloth 
designed for hanging art exhibits. 
It will be used for board meetings, 
lectures, committee meetings, and 
story-hours. The floor to ceiling 
window is provided with colorful 
drapery lined with blackout ma- 
terial. The room is equipped with 
the proper electrical outlets for a 
film projector. Just off the foyer 
entrance to the gallery is a stor- 
age closet for folding chairs. The 
foyer entrance to the gallery leads 
to a ramp which was planned for 
the convenience of elderly or in- 
capacitated patrons. This side en- 
trance also makes the room acces- 
sible without entering the build- 
ing. 

We are very proud of cur new 
library furniture and matching 
wood shelving furnished by Rem- 
ington Rand, the companv which 
furnished the original building 
many years ago. We especially ap- 


preciate the charging desk planned 
for our convenience with a con- 
cealed typewriter and a book wa- 
gon which fits into the desk to re- 
ceive discharged books. All fur- 
niture is blond birch with occa- 
sional leather covered pieces. The 
leather is persimmon in color 
which blends well with the pastel 
green walls and matches the drap- 
eries in the adult reading room. 

At the rear of the adult reading 
room is an alcove near the win- 
dows created by the two rows of 
periodical and newspaper shelving. 
The comfortable lounge furniture 
in the alcove is cclorful and at- 
tractive. 

The library expansion sponsored 
and provided by civic-minded citi- 
zens is a real source of pride judg- 
ing by the appreciative remarks 
we hear each day. But no one ap- 
preciates the beauty, comfort and 
conveniences, especially the air 
conditioning, as much as the staff. 


Texas Treasury Papers 


The Archives Division of the Texas 
State Library has announced the pub- 
lication of the Texas Treasury Papers, 
letters received in the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the Republic of Texas, 1836- 
1846. The letters were edited from the 
originals in the Texas State Library by 
Dr. Seymour V. Connor, and in the pres- 
ent limited edition they are made avail- 
able to the public for the first time. 

These original manuscript dccuments 
constitute the essence of history, and, in 
the words of Mr. Louis W. Kemp in his 
introduction to the Treasury Papers, 
“they tell the only true factual stories 
of past events.” It is certain that the 
published Treasury Papers will be of 
immeasurable assistance in the many 


various phases of historical and legal 
research. 
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Volumes I, II, and III contain 1814 
letters received by the Treasury Depart- 
ment through February, 1846. Letters 
received from the Military Department 
have been placed under separate classi- 
fication and will be published at a later 
date with a supplement to the Treasury 
Papers containing letters that were 
found subsequent to the completion of 
the final typed copy. Th: multilith 
process is being used to lower the cost 
of publishing such voluminous material. 


The price of the Volumes I, II, and 
III of the Texas Treasury Papers is 
$7.00 for the paperback set; $13.50 for 
sets with hard covers. They may be 
ordered directly from the Texas State 
Library, Archives Divisicn, Highway 
Building, Austin 11, Texas. 
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 1955/56 
OF THE 
TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


DISTRICT I 


Chairman: G. H. Sandy, Lubbock Pub- 
lic Library. 

Vice-Chairman: 
Technological 
Kingsville. 

Secretary: Pansye Harris, O. L. Slaton 
Junior High School Library, Lub- 
bock. 

Treasurer: Mrs. Marie Reynolds, Dal- 
hart High School Library. 

DISTRICT II 

Chairman: Mrs. May Anderson, Mid- 

land High School Library. 
DISTRICT Til 

Chairman: Mrs. Eva S. Nelson, Sny- 
der High School Library. 

Vice-Chairman: Frances Doll, Webb 
Air Force Base Library, Snyder. 

Secretary-Treasurer: J. Paul Vagt, 
Howard County Junior College Li- 
brary, Big Spring. 


James E. Platz, Texas 
College Library, 


Historian: Thelma Andrews, Hardin- 
Simmons University Library, Abi- 
lene. 

DISTRICT IV 
Chairman: Mrs. Verna McKenna, Har- 


lingen Public Library. 
Vice-Chairman: J. Norman Heard, Pan 
American College, Edinburg. 
Secretary: Mary Frances Dean, Mer- 
cedes High School Library. 
DISTRICT V 
Mary Lois Garrett, Whar- 
ton County Library, Wharton. 
DISTRICT VI 
Mrs. Fredonia Sikes, Kil- 
gore College Library. 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Marie 
Henderson County Junior 
Library, Athens. 
Secretary: Mary Lyle Vincent, Kilgore 
High School Library. 
Treasurer: Mrs. Hilma Harral, Nichol- 
son Memorial Library, Longview. 


Chairman: 


Chairman: 


Martin, 
College 
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Publicity Director: Mrs. Margie Bal- 
lard, Pine Tree Elementary School 
Library, Greggton. 

DISTRICT VII 

Chairman: Othella Denman, Waco High 
School Library. 

Vice-Chairman: Arless 
Worth Public Library. 

Secretary: Doris Thompson, Crestview 
Elementary School Library. 

DISTRICT VIII 

Chairman: Helen E. Fry. Fourth Ar- 
my Headquarters, Fort Sam Hous- 
ton. 

Vice-Chairman: Frederica E. Killgore, 
Extension Loan Library, University 
of Texas, Austin. 

Secretary-Treasurer: J. O. Wallace, San 
Antonio College Library. 

DISTRICT MEETINGS 

The following TLA districts will hold 
their 1955 annual conferences in Octo- 
ber. 

District III, October 15, in Snyder. 

District IV, October 8, in Brownsville. 


Nixon, Fort 





District VII, October 22, in Wichita 
Falls. 

District VIII, October 15, in New 
Braunfels. 
TIE-INS ... (FROM p. 143) 


general services of your library to 
the public in general. Write about 
the specific service to little Johnny 
Jones who has such a high 1Q. 
that his school work doesn’t keep 
him busy at all. Write about Mrs. 
S. Q. Housewife who must learn 
parliamentary procedure because 
she is president of the P-TA. This 
is the heart of dramatization—the 
specific case. In some stories you 
won’t want to use actual names, 
but give them fictitious names. 
Make it clear that the name 1s 
fictitious but that the person 1s 
real. Let this specific person m 
your story talk in direct quotes. 
Tell of his struggles and losses and 
gains. Truth is indeed more inter- 







estin 
ized 


elem 
mak 
reas 
with 
give 
no f 
sit ¢ 
But 
sig? 
nec! 
lau; 


AM 


Jul: 
ass 
nev 
ded 
net 
the 
40 
Fr 
an 
op 











SEPTEMBER, 1955 





school 


High 
Fort 


tview 


h Ar- 
Hous- 


lgore, 
ersity 


, San 


| hold 
Octo- 


ville, 
ichita 


New 


) 

ry to 
bout 
anny 
1.Q. 
keep 
Mrs. 
earn 
ause 
This 
—the 
you 
mes, 
mes. 
ie is 
n is 
nm in 
otes. 
; and 
nter- 


1955 





| 








esting than fiction when dramat- 
ized with sufficient skill. 

Humor? Who can say what the 
elements are that go into stories to 
make us laugh? Perhaps that’s the 
reason the news media welcome 
with open arms stories which will 
give the reader a chuckle—there’s 
no formula by which a writer can 
sit down and turn out such a story. 
But there’s one reasonably sure 
signal. If some event in or con- 
nected with the library makes you 
laugh, chuckle, or even smile, it 





probably would do the same for 
readers. Write it up. Don’t worry 
about style or flowery words. Just 
tell it as you would to a friend. 
And make it brief. 

The librarian who makes full use 
of these related factors, events, 
tie-ins, drama, and humor will find 
the news media happy to get and 
use most of his material. He will 
create a lot of new interest in the 
library, and he may convince a lot 
of people that the library is not 
such a dull place after all. 


- | ow Fin. the a 


Open house was held at 


AMARILLO the Mary E. Bivins Me- 
morial Library Sunday, 
July 10. An estimated 200 persons 


assembled on the front porch of the 
new library to hear Mayor Art Jordon 
dedicate the building Amarillo’s 
new public library building. Following 
the dedicatory ceremony an additional 
400 persons visited the new library. 
Friends of the library served as hosts 
and hostesses during the four-hour 
open house period. 

The library building was a gift to 
the City of Amarillo by the late Mary 
E. Bivins. The building, with altera- 
tions and additions to make it suitable 
for use as a library, formerly was one 
of the residential show places of the 


as 


city. Miss Alice Green is librarian. 
The retirement of Miss Ger- 
AUSTIN trude Brandes, reference as- 


sistant with the Extension 
Loan Library, was announced by Miss 
Imogene Thompson, Director. 

During her professional career, Miss 
Brandes was associated with the Bay- 
lor University Library, the U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture Library and the Texas 
Tech. College Library. Miss Brandes 
became a member of the staff of the 
Extension Loan Library in 1945. 
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Miss Harriet Molenaer, reference as- 
sistant, Extension Loan Library, 
signed September 1, according to Miss 
imogene Thompson, Director. Miss 
Molenaer will complete the work 
towards the M.A. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 

Budgetary pressures have necessitat- 
ed a new service charge for loans from 
the Extension Loan Library of The Uni- 
versity of Texas. Borrowers may use 
a $10 annual subscription plan or pay 
$1 per subject requested. For $10, 
an individual, organization or institu- 
tion may have unlimited use of library 
services, so far as may be reasonably 
provided, for all or any part of the 
fiscal year, September 1-August 31. 
Schools, clubs and libraries will be 
major users of the subscription plan. 

Rising costs of operation brought 
a request for voluntary contributions 
four years ago. Although many bor- 
rowers responded, total contributions 
have not kept pace with increased cost 
of the service. 

The 


re- 


Ballinger library 


BALLINGER board has about com- 

pleted the big job of 
cataloging and classifying all books in 
A large num- 
of volunteer workers have given 


the local county library. 
ber 
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time in this big task. During the 
process hundreds of obsolete books 
have been retired to make room for 
many new books received. The board 
hopes to start a building improvement 
program soon which will include a gen- 
eral clean-up and interior redecoration. 
The Sam Rayburn Memori- 
BONHAM al Library fund has an- 
other $1,000. Colonel H. 
A. Cole contributed the $1,000 to the 
fund on behalf of the Bonham theatres 
which he owns. A movement is under- 
way to build a memorial library in 
Bonham in tribute to Sam Rayburn, 
one that will house his letters, manu- 
scripts and other historically important 
items. 
Miss Jo Battle, librarian of 
BORGER 1 the Huchinson-Carson Coun- 
ty Libraries, asked for an 
addition to the Borger library during 
the regular monthly session of the 
county commission. She proposed a 
$50,000 to $75,000 bond issue which 
would provide enough money for an 
addition which would take care of the 
growth of the local library for the next 
15 to 20 years. Although the com- 
missioners listened with interest, no 
action was taken on the matter. 
The Dallas Public Library 
DALLAS has moved to its new home 
at Commerce and Harwood. 
The library, which has been temporar- 
ily housed in the Union Terminal 
Building for the past two and a half 
years, was closed during the move. The 
formal opening was on September 25. 
The budget for the new fiscal year, 
which begins October 1, will be $647,- 
835. This figure is compared with 
the library’s budget of $380,640 for 
the current fiscal year, and a budget 
of $320,060 in the 1952-53 year. 
The Shakespeare Club 
members are pleased with 
the response from the pub- 
lic since opening the public library Ju- 
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ly 20. This service is made possible 
through the voluntary service of the 
ladies of the club. 


The new county ji 
brary in Denver City 
is one step nearer to 
reality with the purchase of three lots 
west of the city hall as its site. 


DENVER CITY 


The Pan American (Col- 
lege Library will double 
its usable space by an 
addition of 33 x 80 feet. The college 
library gives service to the public as 
well as to the college. J. Norman 
Heard is the new librarian replacing 
Bill Holman who moved to Galves- 
ton to assume the duties of librarian 
of the Rosenberg Library there. 


EDINBURG 


Mrs. Helen Seymour Kister 
resigned as librarian of the 
El Paso Public Library on 
September first. Mrs. Kister was li- 
brarian in El Paso from 1945 to 1955. 
Under her guidance two new branches 
were opened and the new Main Library 
built last year. In the ten years of 
her administration, her enthusiasm and 
talent for public relations not only 
brought about the new library build- 
ing but increased the circulation over 
100%, the purchase of books by almost 
twice that percentage, the use of the 
reference department by 500% and the 
number of borrowers by 300%. Her con- 
cern for the staff of the Library is re 
flected in the attractive staff room of 
the new building. Mrs. Kister held 4 
conviction that a librarian is a public 
relations officer, as well as a guardian 
of books, and because of this the li- 
brary and the librarian were an inte 
gral part of the community life. The 
contributions made by Mrs. Kister’s 
ten years service to the El Paso Pub- 
lic Library are outstanding. 

The Board of Directors of the El 
Paso Public Library have named Miss 
Elizabeth Kelly as head librarian to 
succeed Mrs. Helen Seymour Kister 


EL PASO 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 














Ossible 
of the 


nty li- 
er City 
arer to 
ee lots 


n Col- 
double 
by an 
college 
blic as 
yorman 
placing 
Galves- 
brarian 


Kister 
of the 
ary on 
was li- 
» 1955. 
“anches 
Library 
2ars of 
sm and 
t only 
build- 
yn over 
almost 
of the 
ind the 
er con- 
y is re- 
oom of 
held a 
public 
1ardian 
the li- 
n inte- 
. The 
Kister’s 
io Pub- 


the El 
1d Miss 
‘jan to 
Kister 


R, 1955 








who has resigned. Miss Kelly has been 
on the staff of the library for 33 years 
and prior to her new appointment was 
head of the boys and girls department. 
A native El Pasoan, Miss Kelly has 
studied at Ward Belmont College, Co- 
lumbia, Texas Western and is a gradu- 
ate of Pratt Library School. Her fam- 
ily has played an important role in the 
city, her father, C. E. Kelly, was a 
former mayor and a member of the 
Board of Regents of The University of 
Texas. Her mother is a leader in civic 
work and especially in the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. Miss 
Kelly’s poise and wit have made her 
popular in the community and her long 
connection with the library qualifies 
her admirably for the position of chief 
librarian with the leadership it entails. 


A plaque commemo- 
rating the service of 
a bookmobile given 
to the library by Mrs. C. D. Reimers 
in memory of her mother, Mrs. Bacon 
Saunders, was unveiled July 13. Dur- 
ing its six years service (1948-1954) 
more than 1,000,000 books were bor- 
rowed from this traveling branch. 


FORT WORTH 


The Live Oak Coun- 
WEST ty Library has re- 

ceived its first ship- 
ment of books, valued at over $600, 
even before organization of the new 
service is completed. The Commission- 
ers Court has approved a budget of 
$3,500. 


GEORGE 


The Little Acorn Study Club of Three 
Rivers has donated their library to the 
Live Oak County Library. Mrs. Opal 
Miller of George West is the librarian- 
secretary of the new county library. 

Rosenberg Library’s new 
GALVESTON executive librarian, Bill 
Holman, took over his 
new duties officially on August 1. Hol- 
man succeeds Lamar Wallis who held 
the position for eight years and re- 
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signed in June to accept a similar post 
with the public library of Richmond, 
Virginia. Holman comes to Galveston 
after four years as librarian of the 
Pan American College in Edinburgh. 
He received his master’s degree at the 
University of Kansas. 


John S. Richards, librari- 


HOUSTON an, Seattle Public Library, 
and new president of the 
American Library Association will 


speak in the Houston Public Library on 
Thursday evening, October 13. 

The Friends of the Li- 
KERRVILLE brary in Kerr County 

has recently been re-ac- 
tivated and is planning a program of 
expansion. Purpose of the organiza- 
tion is to aid the County Library in 
every way, without encroaching upon 
the functions of the official library 
board. Ways of assisting the Kerr 
County Library are: a clear presenta- 
tion of the proper functions of the 
group, a presentation of the needs of 
the library, an intensive drive to fa- 
miliarize citizens of the county with 
their library, and to point out the as- 


sistance they may give through The 
Friends. 

Mrs. Elwood Carl- 
LAKE JACKSON son has been ap- 


pointed new circu- 
lation assistant at the Lake Jackson 
Library. Mrs. Carlson replaces Mrs. 
Evelyn Elder who has moved from 
Lake Jackson. The new assistant for- 
merly was assistant at the Carnegie 
Library in Tyler and the Bryan Public 
Library. 
A new ordinance amending 
the ordinance creating the 
Laredo Public Library was 
passed by the city council in order to 
stagger terms of the board members. 
Formerly all nine members had to be 
appointed at the same time. Five mem- 
bers have been appointed for two-year 
terms and four for three-year terms. 
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The Lubbock Public Libra- 
ry was one year old on 
July 21. A total of 10,279 
borrowers have registered at the li- 
brary during its first year; 141,685 
books have been checked out, of that 
number 73,058 are children’s and 68,- 
627 are adult books. The number of 
books on the shelves has increased 
from 4,535 to 17,824. 


Mrs. J. Henry Wilkinson, 
ODESSA Midland County Librarian, 

said Thursday The Universi- 
ty of Texas will offer extension courses 
in library science at Odessa College, 
beginning in the fall semester if enough 
applications are received. Mrs. Wilkin- 
son will handle applications for per- 
sons *7yho want to enroll. Courses to 
be offered include Reference and Re- 
search, Classification and Cataloging, 
Book Selection, and Study of Children’s 
Books. College credits will be given 
applicants with two or more years col- 
lege work. Other persons with less 
than two years college may enroll for 
non-credit courses. 


Both the Port Ar- 
thur Ministerial al- 
liance and Miss Lu- 
cy Stiefel, head librarian at Gates Me- 
morial Library, hope that a series cf 
five filmstrips presented to the library 
by the alliance will some day grow in- 
to a collection of both still and moving 
pictures. All types of film are desir- 
able for a future collection. The films 
may be checked out in the same man- 
ner as a book or phonograph record by 
card-carrying members. 


LUBBOCK 


PORT ARTHUR 


Robert Lewis Peterson 
ROBSTOWN has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Nueces 
County Library to succeed Miss Cleo 


Jones, who has been acting librarian 
since 1951. Peterson attended South- 


ern State College in Magnolia, Arkan- 
sas and Baylor University in Waco. He 
received a bachelor of arts degree with 
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a major in history, a minor in politi. 
cal science and a master’s degree jp 
the same subjects. He did graduate 
work at the University of Minnesot, 
and the University of Texas where he 
has been studying and working in the 
newspaper collection of the University 
Library. He is to complete work on 
his doctorate next year. 

A new site for the 
SWEETWATER County-City Library 

was approved by the 
Sweetwater City Commission in a 
called meeting, culminating months of 
effort by the Women’s Forum, spon- 
soring organization, to provide more 
complet2 facilities of the library. The 
old National Bank of Sweetwater build- 
ing was approved as the site of the li- 
brary by the commission. Action by 
the commission also included air con- 
ditioning the building, providing other 
facilitios and appropriation of $800 for 
building shelving. A drive was launched 
by the Women’s Forum to raise $3,000 
for furnishings by donating $1,000. 
Other generous donations have been 
made. 





Among the publications of the State 
Library which are available without 
charge to libraries are 

Texas Information Bulletins: 
No. 1—Early Texas History 
No. 2—Texas State Government 
No. 3—Texas Economy 

8 x 11 photograph of the State 
Cepitol Building 

A chart showing how a bill -ecomes 
a law 

A facsimile of a 1839 map of Texas 
with a list of Texas capitols on 
the verso 

A pamphlet on The Burning of the 
State Capitol in 1881 

A facsimile of William B. Travis’ 
Alamo letter 

A facsimile of the Texas Declara- 
tion of Independence from Mexico 
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Several personnel changes have been 
made on the State Library staff ef- 
fective in September, the beginning of 


cone 


the new 1955/57 biennium. 


On Monday, September 19, Witt B. 
Harwell was named State Librarian by 
unanimous vote of the Texas Library 
and Historical Commission. 


Mr. Harwell has served as Acting 
State Librarian since February 1954 
and as Assistant State Librarian and 
Records Chief from April 1952 until 
February 1954. As Assistant State 
Auditor and Head of the Board of Con- 
tro! Bureau of Records, Mr. Harwell 
has had many years experience in high- 
level policy and budget matters of 
state government. He is a native of 
Eddy and ex-student of Southwestern 
University. 


Vernon E. Porterfield, Acting Assis- 


tant Librarian, Records Chief and Edi- 


Vows from The State Library 


tor of Texas_Libraries, resigned to ag 
cept a position in the Dallas Public Lip 
brary. Dr. Seymour V. Connor, State 
Archivist, resigned to take a position 
on the faculty of Texas Technological 
College at Lubbock. The vacancies cre 
ated by these resignations were filled 
by the following persons: Mrs. Virginia 
Taylor, Archivist; William K. Peace, 
Assistant Librarian. John A. Hudson 
filled the position of of Extension D- 
rector which was left vacant when Mr, 
Peace became Assistant Librarian. 

Prior to her appointment as § 
Archivist Mrs. Taylor was Spani 
Translator in the Archives Division off 
The University of Texas Library. She 
is the author of the recently published 
Spanish Archives in the General Land 
Office of Texas. Mr. Hudson was fors 
merly Newspaper Collection and Joum 
nalism Librarian at The University of 
Texas. 
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